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For NHDOT use only: 

                    Application #: 

               LOI Received on: 

              MMW Attendee: 

                       MMW Date: 

Application Received on: 

   

NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) 

2014 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 

 

1. Sponsor Information  (Sponsor is the municipality or school district / SAU that is 
 applying.  Contact is the person who will be in responsible 

charge of the project). 

Sponsor Name: 

Mailing Address: 

 

Telephone: 

Email: 

 

Contact Name: 

Title: 

Mailing Address: 

 

Telephone: 

Email: 

 

Governing Regional Planning Commission: 
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2. Project Information   

Map: (A map is required as part of the application.  Map must be scanned as a  

 pdf file.  Map should include street names, State route numbers,  

project details, identification of resources, north arrow, and a scale)    

 

MAP SUBMITTED  

 

Eligible TAP Activities: Check the eligible TAP activity(s) that your project is proposing. 

         

 

Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle 

infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic-calming techniques, lighting and other 

safety-related infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve compliance with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 12101 et seq). 

Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems that will 

provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with 

disabilities to access daily needs. 

Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians, bicyclists, or other 

non-motorized transportation users. 

The Safe Routes to School Program eligible projects and activities listed at section 1404(f) of the 

SAFETEA-LU: Infrastructure-related projects only. 

Description of work being proposed: 
(Clearly describe purpose and need for project as well as project goals and objectives) 
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Resources within project limits: 
(List all cultural, archeological, and natural resources, as well as any known hazardous materials in 

project limits) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Details 

 

Road Name(s): 
(List all roads in project limits) 

 

State Route Number: 
(List all State route numbers or N/A if on a municipal road) 

 

Railroad: 
(List name of railroad corridor if rail trail or rail with trail project) 

 

Other: 
(If off-road path, describe beginning and ending termination locations) 

 

Length of Project: 
(If more than one location, provide total length of proposed improvement) 

 

Width of proposed improvement: 
(If width isn’t consistent, provide an average width for majority of improvements) 

 

Surface Type: 
(List Paved, Concrete, Gravel, Stone Dust, etc. for all proposed improvements) 

 

Ownership: 
(List the entity that owns the land in the limits of your proposed improvements) 
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3. Project Cost Estimate 

Identify the estimated project costs under each of the applicable categories.   

 

A)  Planning/Design/Engineering:   $ 
      (Costs for engineering study, preliminary design,  

         environmental review, final design, and bid phase services)  

 

B) Right–Of–Way:     $ 
     (Cost of identifying and establishing right-of-way, easement  

        Preparation, and acquisition and/or land acquisition) 

 

C) Construction:      $   

     (Cost of constructing project, materials, and labor) 

 

D) Construction Engineering:    $ 
   (Cost of engineering oversight for the project.  Oversight needs  

     to be almost fulltime.    
                            Calculated Field 

                                                              Project Total:    $ 
                       (Minimum $200,000) 

 

Identify the amount of federal funding you are applying for. 
(Other funding sources can be added to meet the $200,000 minimum or to exceed the $800,000 max.) 

 
                Calculated Field 

               Federal $                                                                         % 
($800,000 maximum for federal amount requested)                      (80% maximum for TAP reimbursement) 

                                    Calculated Field 

              Sponsor $                                                                                          % 
(Enter amount of local match and additional funds if applicable) 

 
   Calculated Field                                                              

   Funding Total $ 
                                            (Minimum $200,000)                                   Project Total & Funding Total must be equal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n46tej
Typewritten Text

n46tej
Typewritten Text
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4. Evaluation Criteria  (Applications will be scored on criteria developed by the Department’s 

Transportation Alternatives Program Advisory Committee (TAPAC).   The TAPAC developed the 

criteria to select the best applications for funding.)  

 

There are six main criteria and seven sub-criteria that will be used to evaluate 

projects and are listed below:  (Note the RPC/MPO Ranking will be done by the 

governing regional planning commission using the information provided in the 

application.  Application will be submitted to the Department and the 

Department will forward copies to the Regional Planning Commissions)  

 

MAIN CRITERIA    SUB-CRITERIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential for Success 

Safety 

Project Connectivity 

Socioeconomic Benefits 

RPC/MPO Rankings 

Multi-Modal 

Connections 

Project Readiness and Support 

Financial Readiness

Feasibility

Stress Analysis

Improve Safety Conditions

Equity

Economic Tourism Benefit
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A) Potential for Success:  Sponsor will need to demonstrate the factors that will 

indicate a project’s likeliness to succeed. 

 

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT:  All applications must include a letter of support 

from the Sponsor’s governing body committing to actively engaging and leading 

the project.  Application will not be accepted without this letter. 

 

Letter of support attached:   

 

• Project Readiness and Support: Is the project part of a local and/or regional plan and 

effort, and has it been endorsed by local and regional bodies and advocacy groups? That is, did 

you build your case about the importance of this project to many constituents like conservation 

commission, planning board, other local group? Is it part of a regional plan or have RPC/TAC 

support? Is it part of a master plan or other planning document? (Number of constituents and/or 

planning documents will be used for scoring) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Financial Readiness:  (TAP is a reimbursement program.  Sponsor will have to gross 

appropriate funds for entire project.  Department reimburses a maximum of 80% of each 

reimbursement request.)  Explain how the project will be funded and the timeline for funding.  Is 

there a written commitment to bring this project forward for approval of funds at town meeting, 

through capital reserve funds, through inclusion in the capital improvement plan, etc. or are 

there funds already raised/appropriated and dedicated to this project?   
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• Feasibility: Address historic, cultural, environmental, maintenance, possible areas of 

contamination, and other related issues that may impact the project's ability to succeed.  
Applicant should discuss issue and how it will be addressed.  Discuss impacts to project 
timeline and possible financial impacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) Safety:  Projects will need to demonstrate the extent to which the project will 

improve safety conditions and/or reduce the perception of users stress as a 

result of the project being implemented. 

 

• Stress Analysis:  Measure current stress level versus expected outcome for proposed project.  

Based on the scale below, describe the existing stress level of the project area and then describe 

the expected stress level for the proposed improvement. 

A - Facility is reasonably safe for all children.  

B - Facility can accommodate users with basic skills and knowledge of traffic.  

C - Facility requires an intermediate level of skill and knowledge of traffic to use.  

D - Facility requires an advanced level of skill and knowledge of traffic to use.  

E - Facility is generally not suitable for pedestrians or bicyclists. 
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• Improve Safety Conditions:  Improvement over existing safety conditions - are there 

very specific actions that are being taken to improve safety. What specific safety improvements 

will be made? If there is information, (road safety audit, corridor study, etc.) to support it, please 

provide it in pdf format with your application.  Only specific actions and improvements will be 

used for scoring - anecdotal information will not be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C)  Project Connectivity:  Project will need to demonstrate how it enables 

movement from origins to destinations   

 
• Does the project fill a vital gap in an existing transportation network or phased plan?  Does it 

provide a standalone new facility that did not exist previously?  What different destinations does 

it link together? Please describe in detail all connections, and if part of a phased plan what will 

the proposed improvement accomplish? 
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D)  Socioeconomic Benefits:  Projects will need to demonstrate the degree to 

which the project provides opportunities to enhance the quality of life to 

prompt economic development, increase property value, encourage 

tourism, and provide transportation options for underserved communities. 

 

 

• Equity: Is the project located in an area where improved mobility and access can be provided 

to underserved populations? Will the project contribute to improved public health? (Note: 

projects in counties with obesity rates over 30% will be considered for additional points under 

this sub-criterion).  Describe how this project will serve vulnerable users (elderly, children, 

minorities, people with disabilities etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Economic/Tourism Benefit: Does the project offer the opportunity for increased access 

to retail and commercial locations?  If so, describe in detail how the project will provide these 

increased opportunities and quantify the positive impacts. 
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E) Multi-Modal Connections:  Project will need to demonstrate connections to 

other modes of transportation 

 
•  Does the project provide connections to other modes of transportation within a half mile (or 

other critical distance) of the project limits? Quantify all proposed connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F) RPC/MPO Rankings:  This section will be completed by the local Regional 

Planning Commission for your project. 

 
•   The Department will send applications to the local Regional Planning Commissions to 

score and develop a regional ranking.  This information will then be incorporated into 

the final score of projects. 

NO ACTION NEEDED FROM APPLICANT FOR SECTION F 

 

 

G) IF YOU ARE PUTTING IN MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION FOR YOUR 

MUNICIPALITY - SCHOOL DISTRICT/SAU PLEASE PRIORITIZE THEM IN THE ORDER 

OF IMPORTANCE.   

 

• The Department received 75 potential TAP projects from 56 municipalities.  The total 

amount of federal funds requested for these 75 potential projects is $30 million.  The TAP 

program has approximately $5.5 million available for potential projects.  If the 

municipality – school district/SAU is putting in multiple applications please prioritize 

them in order of importance from 1 to X with 1 being the most important project.  

  

Priority number:  
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5) Application Submission Information: The application is an adobe .pdf form 

and it must be saved and submitted in electronic format.  Any supporting 

documents like the Map, Letter of support and other supporting documentation 

need to be submitted with the application in pdf format. 

 

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 2014 BY 4:00PM! 

 

Failure to meet this deadline will result in your project being removed 

from the scoring process.   

 

Submission Guidelines 

 

Format:  Application form must be saved electronically and then transmitted to the 

Department.  All supporting maps, letters and other documents must be saved as a pdf and 

transmitted to the Department with the application form.   

 
Applications and supporting documents must be either: 

• burned to a CD or DVD 

• saved to a USB thumb drive.   

 

Submission:  CD, DVD, or thumb drive must be received on or before 4:00pm 

September 26, 2014.  Delivery can be either: 

 

• Hand-delivered to: Thomas Jameson, TAP Program Manager 

                                  NHDOT Headquarters 

Bureau of Planning & Community Assistance 

7 Hazen Drive, Concord NH 

 

• Mailed to: Thomas Jameson, P.E. 

        TAP Program Manager 

          NHDOT, Bureau of Planning & Community Assistance 

          7 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 483 

          Concord, NH 03302-0483 

 

 Warning:  If you mail the Application it must be received on or before 

                              4:00pm on September 26, 2014 

 





TOWN OF WARNER
 
PO Box 265
 

Warner, New Hampshire 03278-0265
 

{!oni£'tIJation {!ommiHion 

September 25, 2014 

James Bingham
 
Town Administrator
 
Warner Town Hall
 
Main Street
 
Warner, New Hampshire 03278
 

Dear Mr. Bingham: 

The Warner Conservation Commission (Wcq enthusiastically supports the Town's application to 
the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) to fund the Rails To Trails project in our 
town. We appreciated Tim Blagden's presentation to the WCC describing this collaboration among 
Warner agencies and other communities interested in developing a recreational trail along an 11.5 miles 
stretch of the Warner River. The Rails to Trails project will connect communities and provide the 
opportunity for Warner residents to connect with our own natural landscape, while learning about 
conservation of local plants and wildlife through activities that can improve their environment and their 
own health. The wce believes this project will also enhance residents' appreciation of the value of land 
conservation in Warner and in the rest ofthe state. 

On behalf of WCC members, I thank you for your efforts to support this important community 
project and hope that your application to DOT is successful. 

Smcerely,. ~1 
. I'(jUW~ '}LtcJ:&G 

Nancy Ma(yn, Chair 
Warner Conservation Commission 



MEMORANDUM
Project: Rail Trail - Warner, NH

Subject: Planning Level Cost Estimate 

Date: September 25, 2014

ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL COSTS

1 Mobilization 1 LS $13,000.00 $13,000

2 Site Preparation 1 LS $8,000.00 $8,000

3 Excavation 1000 CY $10.00 $10,000

4 Bridge Super Structure (120') 1 EA $144,000.00 $144,000

5 Bridge Substructure (120' Bridge) 1 EA $90,000.00 $90,000

6 Bridge Superstructure (40') 1 EA $48,000.00 $48,000

7 Bridge Substructure (40' Bridge) 1 EA $32,000.00 $32,000

8 Crushed Gravel 620 CY $24.00 $14,880

9 Hard Pack Trail Surface 430 CY $30.00 $12,900

10 Bridge Approach Rail 300 LF $85.00 $25,500

11 Safety Fence 500 LF $15.00 $7,500

12 Rip Rap (Class B) 100 CY $75.00 $7,500

13 Loam and Seed 1,800 SY $3.50 $6,300

14 Signing and Striping 1 LS $800.00 $800

15 Traffic Control 1 LS $5,000.00 $5,000

Miscellaneous (15%) $63,807

Total Construction Costs $489,187

Preliminary and Final Design Engineering (16%) $78,270

Construction Engineering (20%) $97,837

Total Project Amount $665,294

Trail from Exit 9 to Willey Lane (3,000 feet)
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tblagden
Callout
 Roundabout with crosswalk being constructed 2015



Town Street Location 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Warner Apple Pond Rd. Off Kearsarge Mt. Rd. 25

Warner Chemical Ln. Over Warner River 120 155 180 176

Warner Clemont Hill Rd. S. of Pleasant Pond Rd. 154

Warner Couchtown Rd. At Tar 391

Warner Couchtown Rd. N. of Schoodac Rd. 312

Warner Depot St. S. of NH 103 & Main St. 642

Warner Dustin Rd. Off NH 127 1,076

Warner E. Roby Dist. Rd. At Rt. 103 59

Warner East Main St. E. of School St. 3,778 3,701

Warner Exit Rd. At Transfer Station 970

Warner Geneva St. Off Kearsarge Mt. Rd. 544

Warner Highlawn Rd. Off Kearsarge Mt. Rd. 69 89

Warner I-89 At Hopkinton TL Exit 6-7  (SBNB) 21,000 19,700 21,000

Warner I-89 N. of NH 103 Exit 7-8  (SBNB) 21,000 19,400 21,000

Warner I-89 S. of NH 103 Exit 8-9  (SBNB) 20,000 18,000 19,000

Warner Joppa Rd. At Red Chimney Rd. & Iron Kettle Rd. Jct 74

Warner West Joppa Rd. Over Warner River 140 205 271 118

Warner West Joppa Rd. N. of Loud Ln. 28

Warner Keasarge Mt. Rd. N. of Kirtland St. 1,048 1,023 1,010

Warner Latting Rd. Off Kearsarge Mt. Rd. 24

Warner Mason Hill Rd. E. of Pumpkin Hill Rd. 390 254

Warner Melvin Rd. Over Warner River 320 473 260

Warner New Market Rd. Over Warner River 420 451 443 516 302 448

Warner NH 103 E. of I-89 Exit 7 2,727 2,827

Warner NH 103 W. of I-89 Exit 7 1,802

Warner NH 103 E. of Hamilton Buidling Supply 2,012

Warner NH 103 At Willow Brook  (E. of Fire Station) 3,800 4,022 3,738

Warner NH 103 At Bradford TL 3,591 3,469 3,742

Warner NH 103 E. of I-89 Exit 8 1,700 1,793 1,567 1,469

Warner NH 103 At Hopkinton TL 2,113 1,877 1,800 2,026

Warner NH 103 In front of Park & Ride 4,457 4,656 4,778 4,677 4,671

Warner NH 103 N. of Pleasant Pond Rd. 1,498

Warner NH 103 At Stevens Brook 9,134 8,158 8,981 8,124 8,702

Warner NH 103 At Sutton TL 4,000 3,900 3,600 4,149

Warner NH 103 EB At Sutton TL 2,133 1,961

Warner NH 103 WB At Sutton TL 2,065 2,176 1,939

Warner NH 114 At Henniker TL 3,134 3,200 3,166 3,179 2,953 3,242

Warner NH 127 At Webster TL 1,587 1,633 1,497

Warner North Rd. North of NH 103 411 517

Warner North Village Rd. N. of Flanders Rd. & Mink Hill Rd. 279

Warner North Village Rd. Over Warner River 720 890 749 808

tblagden
Callout
Chemical Lane is the feeder road to Willey Lane

tblagden
Callout
Traffic at west end of project area.  This project will deliver people off road and into a new crosswalk coming with the roundabout.

tblagden
Callout
Traffic avoided by this project



Town Street Location 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Warner Old Town Line Rd. Over Colby Brook 90 164

Warner Park & Ride Entrance Off NH 103 159

Warner Pattee Rd. Off Kearsarge Mt. Rd. 51

Warner Pleasant Pond Rd. W. of Route 103 612 608

Warner Pleasant Pond Rd. At Hopkinton TL 168

Warner Poverty Plains Off Schoodac Rd. 355

Warner Pumpkin Hill Rd. At Salisbury TL 227 210

Warner Pumpkin Hill Rd. N. of Mason Hill Rd. 444 388

Warner Pumpkin Hill Rd. Over Willow River 820 840

Warner Pumpkin Hill Rd. S. of Bartlett Loop 764 795

Warner Roslyn Ave. At Main St. 513

Warner Red Chimney Rd. W. of NH 103 133

Warner Schoodac Rd. At Webster TL 524 448

Warner Schoodac Rd. E. of I-89 Ramp 1,966

Warner Schoodac Rd. E. of Off Ramp WB I-89 1,714

Warner School St. Over Willow River 792 904

Warner Town Rd. Over Warner River 349 473

Warner Waldron Hill Rd. S. of N. Village Rd. 337 349 329

Warner Warner Rd. Off NH 103 (Near State Shed) 2,101

Warner Warner Rd. Off NH 103 near Davisville area 932 881

Warner Waterloo St. Over Colby Brook 128 168
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	SponsorName: Town of Warner, NH
	SponsorAddress: PO Box 265
Warner, NH 03278
	SponsorTelephone: 603-456-2298 ext 1.
	SponsorEmail: administrator@warner.nh.us
	ContactName: Jim Bingham
	ContactTitle: TownAdministrator
	ContactAddress: PO Box 265
Warner, NH 03278
	ContactTelephone: 603-456-2298
	ContactEmail: administrator@warner.nh.us
	RPCName: Central NH RPC
	MapSubmitted: Yes
	EligibleAct1: Yes
	EligibleAct2: Yes
	EligibleAct3: Yes
	EligibleAct4: Off
	Description: The village of Warner is separated from a newer commercial district adjacent to I-89 exit 9 by roughly 3/4 of a mile.  The purpose of the project is to create a safe multi use trail along an abandoned rail corridor.

Several town streets feed into the village area containing the elementary school, town hall, library, laundromat, Fire Station, Church, Post Office, restaurants, book store, the historical society, our museums (NH Telephone museum, Warner Firefighters Museum, Kearsarge Indian Museum, The Little Nature Museum) several realtors, Riverside park recreation area (baseball, football, tennis, skateboard and canoe access) and other businesses.

Separated by a busy narrow section of Route 103 where we have had two children killed on bicycles in recent years are the businesses that grew up around Interstate 89 exit 9.  These include Market Basket, Aubuchon Hardware, McDonalds, Irving Gas/Dunkin Donuts, Evans QuickMart/Pizza Chef/Subway, a Park'n'Ride and the Warner Police Station. Kearsarge Elderly Housing is located just behind the police station. There are plans for a NH State Liquor Store and additional commercial development in this area.  Many of the town's employment opportunities and basic needs are served from this area.

This is an outstanding and valuable project on its own because of the safe links it makes between our town centers. It is, however, part of a greater effort to complete the rail trail through town re-uniting all our residents in a way that has not been possible since the construction of I-89. 
	ProjectResources: The east end of the project is located adjacent to the old Warner Fair Grounds.  The rail grade proceeds west towards I-89 and affords some good views of the Warner River.  Upon reaching the interstate ROW the project bends right and crosses the Warner River.  It then proceeds to the Route 103 ROW where it makes another right and crosses Stevens Brook before reaching the Exit 9 commercial area.

	RoadNames: Willey Lane,  Interstate I-89, Route 103
	StateNumbers: Route 103, Interstate I-89
	RailroadName: Concord-Claremont Railroad (Not a state owned ROW)
	OffRoadFacility: West end: Route 103 at Evans Quickmart/Warner Roundabout. East end: Willey Lane, downtown Warner
	ProjectLength: 3000' 
	ProjectWidth: 10'
	SurfaceType: compacted stone dust, bridges will have a hard surface
	Ownership: Warner village Water District, State of NH, Town of Warner
	PEestimate: 78270
	ROWestimate: 0
	CONestimate: 489187
	CONENGestimate: 97837
	TotalEstimate: 665294
	FedDollars: 529871.2
	MatchDollars: 132467.8
	FedMatch: 80
	SponsorMatch: 20
	FinalEstimate: 662339
	LetterOfSupport: Yes
	ProjectReadiness: This project is endorsed and supported by Warner Selectmen.  Planned for in the Charette developed for the Town of Warner.  Supported by Simonds Elementary School.  Supported by Warner Youth Sports Association. Supported by Warner Parks and Recreation Department. Supported by the Warner Conservation Commission.  Supported by the Warner Village Water District. Supported by the Kearsarge Area Chamber of Commerce.  And supported by many citizens of the town.
	ProjectFinancialReadiness: The Warner Board of Selectmen, realizing the opportunity to alleviate a growing concern for safe bicycle and pedestrian along Route 103 from Warner Village and the developing retail area near Exit 9, strongly favor the completion of this project to offer a viable alternative to traveling on Route 103 ( Main St.) for pedestrians and bicycle riders, especially children, to pass between these two destinations.  

The Select Board is willing to present this project to the voters at Town meeting in March in a special warrant article that will fully address the important safety issues stated above as well as expound on the recreation advantage to the town's quality of life and potential economic benefits that this rail trail will hold for the community and its visitors.

	ProjectFeasibility: The town of Warner strongly and broadly supports this trail.  Aside from the two bridges this is a very simple project re-surfacing existing trail for most of its length and establishing a bit of new trail after crossing the Warner River.  There is a huge cultural boost to the project as it re-connects the town to the river while going through a neighborhood rich with history, but currently neglected by most residents.
A wood alcohol processing plant was located in this area but burned down and ceased operations in the 1920s.  As the proposed trail follows the railroad bed of the former Concord -Claremont line and uses a portion of the State ROW near Interstate I-89, there would be little cultural, environmental or historic impact associated with this project.  Warner DPW, Parks and Recreation, and a Friends of the Rail Trail group will work together to coordinate maintenance of the trail.

	StressAnalysis: This is a Level A Project.  The proposed facility is a major safety improvement.  The result is expected to be completely child safe being separated from high speed on-road traffic.  It would be used to by-pass an area of Route 103 where two children have been killed riding bicycles that is currently categorized Level E.  There is no sidewalk alternative along Route 103.

The project is almost entirely flat making it suitable for the widest cross section of population.  Site lines are excellent providing additional comfort.  At the western end it feeds into the commercial district by I-89 Exit 9 and would capture cyclists and pedestrians coming from the west, delivering them to the downtown area safely. At the east end it feeds into a dead end street with very low traffic leading directly to the downtown area.
	ImprovedSafety: This project greatly improves the safety and health of our community.  It makes use of an abandoned rail grade to circumvent an extremely busy and dangerous section of Route 103 running between our two town commerce centers.  Creating a flat, off road, scenic connection is a major improvement to the quality of life in Warner and should have an beneficial affect on the immediate neighborhood where this rail trail accesses the public roads near this scenic corridor in reducing abusive trail use by off road vehicles and dumping of debris.

It bypasses a section of Route 103 with narrow shoulders, hills, and where two children on bikes have been killed in recent years. Traffic counts on this section of Route 103 are over 8000 vehicles per day west of the Market Basket and Evans Quickmart entrances and 4600 vehicles/day to the east, the busiest non interstate road section in all of Warner. (Attach Traffic Count report from CNHRPC).

This project would also enhance our Safe Routes to School plan which was done in 2009 by providing safe access to school for children on Split Rock and North Rd. who could connect to the trail using the crosswalk that will be established when the roundabout is installed in 2015.  The segment from Exit 9 to the school was specifically called out as needing dramatic improvement.  69% of parents said the reason they don't allow their children to bike or walk to school was the condition of paths and sidewalks.  67% sited the speed of traffic as the reason.  51% said they would allow children to bike/walk if conditions were improved. 
An envisioned 1100 foot extension to the west end of this trail project would provide access residents on Waterloo St., Newmarket Rd., Willaby Colby Lane, and the west end of Bean Rd.


	Connectivity: This new route safely ties together downtown (elementary school, playing fields, downtown businesses, library, museums, restaurants, etc.) to the commercial district by Exit 9 (Market Basket, Hardware Store, McDonalds, Irving gas station, Evans Quickmart, Pizza Chef, Subway, Proposed NH State Liquor Store and more planned commercial businesses). There is no safe alternative route.  Pedestrians and cyclists have to navigate Route 103 with narrow to non-existent shoulders, no sidewalk, hills and heavy traffic.  Two children have been killed on bikes in this section of road in recent years.  

This project on its own provides a vital connection.  But our vision in town goes far beyond this section of trail.  We envision an 11.5 mile multiuse trail from the Hopkinton town line (near I-89 Exit 7) to the Bradford town line at Melvin Mills.  42% can be walked/biked today, but access is not guaranteed and the surface needs improvement.  The town completed its first half mile of rail trail in September of 2014. Concord, Hopkinton, Bradford and Newbury are all working on the same grade with the goal of 33.5 mile connection from downtown Concord to Lake Sunapee at Newbury Harbor.
	Equity: The Chemical Lane / Willey Lane neighborhood is currently a dead end area approachable by a single road.  To get to the commercial district residents have to first head east, turn left to get to route 103, then make the entire trip along Route 103 to the Exit 9 area.  This multiuse path would reduce the length of the trip by 1/2 to 2/3.

In a similar fashion, residents of North Village Road and Joppa road would have a far greater incentive to ride or walk on this rail trail as is both shortens the trip and lessens the effort.

For residents in the apartment complexes on Kearsarge Mountain Road this trail would provide safe access to work and conveniences without the necessity of a car. 

For residents and other travelers who reach the downtown area on foot or by bike from East Main St., School St, Pumpkin Hill Rd, Kearsarge Mountain Road, North Village Rd., West Joppa Rd.,  the project will provide a safe, easy, fast, scenic way to get to the commercial district and points west. 

The town is already extending the trail east of downtown and has secured the right to improve the trail through an additional downtown section.  
	Economics: The project connects Warner Village, with 4 museums, a park and amphitheater, a quaint downtown area with retail shops and three restaurants, regular farmers market, and PYO blueberry operation with Exit 9 of I-89.  The trail crosses the Warner River and runs along its length.  Warner offers interests and events such as the Warner annual Fall Foliage Festival that make it a "Destination" for tourists and visitors considering relocation.  

This scenic rail trail corridor adds to the network of hiking, snow mobile and biking trails currently mapped and used in the Mink Hills region or Warner as well as another offering for tourists visiting and hiking Mt. Kearsarge from Rollins State Park.
	Multimodal: The west end of this trail project is located near the Exit 9 Park and Ride.  If bus routes to Concord or MHT stop at the park and ride this trail would enable non drivers to reach it safely.
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